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The Cambridge Companion to the Aegean Bronze age, Shelmerdine, Cynthia w. 



Mycenae: Namesake and Citadel  



The Mycenaean World (1600-1200 BCE) 
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Archaeology and 

Evidence 

Homeric Epic 

❖700 years later 

❖Only a fraction 

of society 

❖Great 

descriptions 

❖Captivating 

  (both a help and a                                                                      

   hinderance) 



Archaeology and Evidence 

Linear B 

❖Lists 

❖Who wrote 

them? 

❖Drier but still 

informative 

❖Found 

extensively 

through Greece 
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Archaeology and Evidence 

Excavation 

❖Enables us to 

cross section 

data 

❖Helps to paint a 

bigger picture of 

society 
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Cultural Context 
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Minoan and 

Cycladic 

Culture 

❖Palaces 

❖Pottery 

❖Grave 

styles 

❖Religions 
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Destruction and slow expansion 

(EH II and III)  

❖Competition through networks 

❖ Invasion from Balkand or Anatolians 

❖Draught 



Reconstruction in MH 

❖Sites were much 

closer together 

❖Magnetized to 

citadels. 

❖Towards the end of 

the MHIII new 

settlements were 

built. 

❖Size and location 



Citadel Layouts 





Fierce competition 

Social stratification 

❖hierarchy 
➢ Wanax, “anax” 

➢ Lawgetas 

➢ korete, 

prokorete,qaesri

u 

➢ etc. 

  

❖  

❖Nobility of deeds 
➢ prizes 

➢ honor 

➢ glory 



Homeric Afterlife 

❖bleak 

❖rewardless 

Life 

❖Short, violent, 

Competitive 

Honor 

❖an engine for 

immortlity   

Honor 



Reflection on Tomb Styles 
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Grave Artifacts- Warrior Graves 

❖Foreign goods 

❖ latest armor 

❖ornately decorated 

❖Large processions 
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High Status= 

❖  

❖riches 

❖war gear 

❖dromos burial 

❖group burial 

❖REBURIAL 

 



Why?.... 



Undying Fame= Everlasting Life 
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