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MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Hoban called the meeting to order at 6:02pm

2. ROLL CALL
Chair Hoban asked Vice Chair Morton to serve as Secretary and then asked him to take a roll call. 
Trustees Present
Suzanne Hoban
Dale Morton
Linnea Kooistra
Tess Reinhard
Estefany Castro
Tom Allen
Elizabeth Speros

Trustees Not Present
Alyssa Kueffner





Also Present
Dr. Clinton Gabbard- College President
Ken Florey– Legal Counsel











3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chair Hoban led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. COLLEGE MISSION STATEMENT 
Student Trustee Castro recited the College Mission Statement. 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA
Agenda was accepted as presented. 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES
 Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approve the minutes from the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting, January 22, 2026. Trustee Kooistra motioned; Trustee Reinhard seconded. Motion approved. 

7. OPEN FOR RECOGNITION OF VISITORS / PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No public comments. 

8. FY 2025 AUDIT PRESENTATION
Mr. Anthony Cervini and Mr. Ray Krouse from Sikich presented the FY 2025 Audit to the Board via Zoom. 

7. RECOGNITION OF ICCTA OUTSTANDING FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Mr. Bob Mihelich was recognized as the ICCTA Outstanding Full-Time Faculty member award winner. The Board
congratulated him on this achievement.

8. RECOGNITION OF ICCTA OUTSTANDING ADJUNCT FACULTY OF THE YEAR
Ms. Oliva Ridge was recognized as the ICCTA Outstanding Adjunct Faculty member award winner. The Board
congratulated her on this achievement.






9. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  DR. CLINTON GABBARD	 
Catalyst Campus Provides Immediate Workforce Support 
Brake Parts (First Brands Group) in McHenry is closing its doors. As a result, a significant portion of its workforce was terminated in recent weeks. As these individuals begin navigating their next steps, we have an opportunity and a responsibility to come together as a community to offer support, resources, and employment opportunities during this challenging time. 
Upon hearing this news, the Workforce Development team at Catalyst Campus collaborated with the Manufacturing Pathways Consortium (MPC), McHenry County Workforce Network, and McHenry County Economic Development Corporation (MCEDC) to host a dedicated pop-up job/career fair on Wednesday, February 25 for those employees affected by Brake Parts’ closure. This event provided displaced workers with direct access to employers, connections, and next-step opportunities. A total of 105 job seekers and 20 employers attended the Brake Parts Career Fair. Thank you to all members who supported this effort.

ICCTA 2026 Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Member of the Year 
Every year MCC selects an instructor for the Illinois Community College Trustees Association’s (ICCTA) Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Member Award. A selection team was led by Dr. Holly Rey to review nominations. The following adjunct faculty members were nominated by their peers. Congratulations to all nominees! 
• Josh Sukow, Instructor of Speech 
• Laura Black, Instructor of English 
• Olivia Ridge, Instructor of Art (Photography) 
• Silvia Schmid, Instructor of German 
• Tom White, Instructor of Art 
• Whitney Kuhlin, Instructor of Business 

The selection committee chose Olivia Ridge to represent McHenry County College as our ICCTA Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Member for 2026. Olivia teaches Photography and has demonstrated excellence in teaching through her strong content knowledge, effective instructional pedagogy, thoughtful assessment practices, and exemplary professionalism. Olivia teaches technical skills, critical frameworks, image literacy, and creative practices in ways that are accessible, rigorous, and responsive to the moment. She continuously prepares new lectures, incorporating current artists and developments she encounters, often in real time. Olivia’s pedagogy is grounded in mutual respect, close listening, and accessibility. She models sustained engagement and critical curiosity, creating a space where students feel their perspectives are both valued and challenged. She regards her students as professionals in training and creates a learning environment that models professional ethics, mutual respect, and academic rigor. She actively pursues professional enrichment to deepen her disciplinary expertise and expand what she brings into the classroom. This year, she toured internationally with a rock band as their documentary photographer, allowing her to integrate current commercial practices into her course discussions.

2026 Kids and College Programming Announced 
The Community Enrichment Center is excited to launch the 2026 Kids and College Program, which will include a Spring Break Program and a Summer Program. The Spring Break Program (March 23-25) for grades 1-8 will offer over 20 classes/camps. Morning, afternoon, and full-day options will be available. The Summer Program (June 1-August 7) for grades 1-9 will offer over 125 classes/camps. Morning, afternoon, and full-day options will be available. A select number of high school camps will be offered in summer for students in grades 9-12. Early arrival and late dismissal options will be offered again for the Summer Program. To see the full schedule and register, visit www.mchenry.edu/kidsandcollege.

Science Olympiad Recap 
The Liebman Institute for Science Innovation (LISI) Invitational Science Olympiad Tournament at MCC was a resounding success, bringing together approximately 600 ambitious high school students for a day of rigorous scientific competition and creative exploration. The event struck a perfect balance between high-stakes testing and hands-on innovation, featuring unique highlights like the construction of sprawling cardboard cities, intricate LEGO masterpieces, and unwinding with immersive planetarium movies. The tournament was an unforgettable fusion of academic excellence and collaborative fun. MCC will host two additional Science Olympiad tournaments this year: the McHenry County College Regional Tournament on March 7 and the Illinois Individual State Tournament on April 25.


Amplify Conference Recap 
MCC hosted the annual Amplify Conference on Friday, February 20, with an attendance of nearly 100 students from five area high schools. The Amplify Conference celebrates student voices and experiences while helping high school students explore the journey toward college and professional life. This year’s theme focused on the power of personal stories – Storytelling: Our Voices, Our Journey. Students were welcomed with an inspirational speaker, Dr. Rick Daniels, Director of Institutional Equity and Inclusion, from Oakton College. Students participated in a rotation of three sessions featuring support from the Admissions & Recruitment team, current MCC students and alumni, varies college professionals, the English department, and support from the Art Gallery Curator. Sessions included: A Collection of College Stories – a panel of student and college professionals; Tell Your Story – personal storytelling workshop by the MCC English faculty; and Stories through Art – an MCC campus tour featuring stories behind art on campus. High school students who attended the event expressed excitement and shared that they enjoyed the speakers and learned a lot from the visit. It was a great cross-departmental collaboration.

My Sister’s Dress Recap 
MCC hosted the 17th annual My Sister's Dress sale on Sunday, February 22. This volunteer-run event helps make prom affordable for high school students by reselling gently used prom dresses and accessories. The event is an example of how community volunteers collaborate for a good cause, including involvement from 80 event volunteers, eight committee members, and 12 drop-off locations. This year’s sale was a success, with 230 dresses and 180 pairs of shoes and accessories being sold. In total, the event raised nearly $7,000. All proceeds will be donated to MCC’s Education to Empowerment (E2E) scholarship fund and Holiday Heroes.

State of the Union Special Guest 
Congratulations to Chair Hoban for her invitation from Congressman Foster to attend this week’s State of the Union Address as his guest. Thank you for representing McHenry County so well, Chair Hoban!

Upcoming MCC Events
Dr. Gabbard gave an overview of upcoming events of the College. 

10. ADJUNCT FACULTY ASSOCIATION REPORT
Mr. Hamater, President of MCC Adjunct Faculty Association updated the Board on MCC Adjunct Faculty Association activities. 

11. STAFF COUNCIL REPORT
Mr. David Behrens, President of MCC Staff Council updated the Board on MCC Staff Council activities. 

12. STUDENT TRUSTEE REPORT 
Student Trustee Castro recapped her report shared with the Board prior to meeting. 	

13. ATTORNEY REPORT
Mr. Ken Florey informed the Board that his firm is monitoring all the bills coming out of Springfield and will keep the Board updated on anything affecting the College. 

14. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approve the consent agenda as presented.  Trustee Allen motioned; Trustee Speros seconded. Questions and discussion followed. Motion approved. 
For Approval
A. Executive Summary and Financial Statements
1. Executive Summary, Board Report, Board Report #26-11
2. Treasurer’s Report, Board Report #26-12
3. Ratification for Accounts Payable Check Register, Board Report #26-13
B. Request to Approve/Implement/Lease/Purchase/Renew/Replace/Upgrade
1. Destruction of Closed Session Minutes Recordings, Board Report, Board Report #26-14
2. BurlingtonEnglish Licenses, Board Report #26-15
3. Implementation of College Website Redesign, Board Report #26-16
4. Academic Calendar Amendment, Board Report #26-17

C. Personnel
1. Ratification of Hires, New Faculty Appointments, AMENDED, Board Report #26-06
2. Approval of Administrator, Director of Summit Scholars, Board Report #26-18
3. Request to Grant Honorary Legacy Status, Annette Roewer, Board Report #26-19
4. Request to Grant Honorary Legacy Status, Pat Kallaus, Board Report #26-20
D. 2026 ICCTA Awards
1. 2026 ICCTA Outstanding Full-Time Faculty Member Award, Board Report #26-21
2. 2026 ICCTA Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Member Award, Board Report #26-22

15. ACTION ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA
No items were removed from the consent agenda. 

16. APPROVAL OF COURSE FEES, Board Report #26-23
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approves the list of course fees submitted and that these
fees be assessed effective Summer 2026. Trustee Reinhard motioned; Trustee Allen seconded. Motion approved. 

17. APPROVAL OF MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS, Board Report #26-24
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approves the Minimum Qualifications for Full-Time Faculty as listed on the report submitted for the 2026-2027 academic year. Trustee Speros motioned; Trustee Allen seconded. Motion approved. 

18. APPROVAL OF FACULTY FOR TENURE APPOINTMENT IN 2026-2027, Board Report #26-25
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees ratifies the aforementioned MCC faculty members for
tenure appointment, effective in the academic year 2026-2027. Trustee Kooistra motioned; Trustee Reinhard seconded. Motion approved. 

19. APPROVAL OF CONTINUATION OF EMPLOYMENT OF PROBATIONARY NON-TENURED FACULTY 2026-2027,Board
Report #26-26
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approves a continuation of employment of probationary
non-tenured MCC faculty members through the academic year 2026-2027. Trustee Speros motioned; Trustee Reinhard seconded. Motion approved. 

20. OUT-OF-DISTRICT AND OUT-OF-STATE TUTION AND FEES, Board Report #26-27 
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approves the Fiscal Year 2027 out-of-district and out-of-state tuition and fees rates, effective beginning the Summer 2026 semester. Trustee Allen motioned; Trustee Kooistra seconded. Motion approved. 

21. ACCEPTANCE OF FISCAL YEAR 2025 AUDIT, Board Report #26-28
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees accepts the FY 2025 Audit as presented. Trustee Speros motioned; Trustee Kooistra seconded. Motion approved. 

22. APPROVAL OF CONTRACT EXTENSION FOR AUDITING SERVICES, Board Report #26-29 
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approves a contract extension of one (1) year for auditing services with Sikich LLP of Naperville, IL, to perform the audit for FY 2026, for a fee of $94,650.00. Trustee Allen motioned; Trustee Castro seconded. Motion approved. 

23. APPROVAL OF MOTION TO NOT RELEASE CLOSED SESSION MINUTES AS A RESULT OF THE SEMIANNUAL
REVIEW OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approves the motion to not release closed session minutes as a result of the semiannual review of closed session minutes. Trustee Kooistra motioned; Trustee Allen seconded. Questions and discussion followed. Motion approved. 

24. FOR INFORMATION REPORT
Chair Hoban reminded the Board that all information reports were included in the packet. Questions and discussion followed. 



25. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/SUMMARY COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS
Trustee Allen thanked Mr. Tenuta and his team for working with the auditors and congratulated everyone on a clean audit. 

Trustee Reinhard thanked the newly tenured staff for attending the meeting. She congratulated the ICCTA faculty of the year award winner. For a future agenda item, she would like to know more about student life. She also thought that the last-minute job fair to help the community was amazing. 

Vice Chair Morton commented on the retirement information report. He noted that Mr. McGee, Dean of Manufacturing and Advanced Technology will be missed. 

Trustee Kooistra commended everyone who had any part in making sure we have a clean audit. She is proud of the ICCTA faculty of the year and everything they do to be a part of the community. Trustee Kooistra informed the board that she just found out that any MCC student can go to Crystal Lake Pantry to get food for the entire family. Ms. Koronkiewicz noted that this was an effort that we are working with the pantry on. 

Trustee Speros agreed with everything the other trustees mentioned. She attended a basketball game, and it was very exciting. She met a student from Jordan who is getting an associates in science. The student commented on how wonderful everyone at MCC is. Mr. Stockwell was the announcer of the game, and he is always going above and beyond. 

Chair Hoban informed the Board that we will have a Board retreat on a Friday in June depending on when the ICCTA representative is available. It would be about three hours. 

26. CLOSED SESSION 
At 7:05pm Chair Hoban asked for a motion to move into Closed Session under Illinois Open Meetings Act 120/2 (c), Exception # 9 Student Disciplinary Cases #21-Review of Closed Session Minutes. Trustee Allen motioned; Trustee Reinhard seconded.  On a roll call all were in favor. 

27. ACCEPTANCE OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES: NOVEMBER 21, 2025 Board of Trustees Closed Session Minutes. 
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approve the closed session minutes from November 21, 2025 Board of Trustees Meeting. Trustee Allen motioned; Trustee Reinhard seconded. Motion approved. 

28. ADJOURNMENT
Hearing no further business, Trustee Reinhard motioned to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Kooistra. All voiced aye and the meeting adjourned at 7:21 p.m. 


________________________________________        _________________________________________
Denisa J. Shallo, Recording Secretary	                               	Dale Morton, Acting Board Secretary
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