


BOARD OF TRUSTEES
McHENRY COUNTY COLLEGE DISTRICT #528

	February 17, 2026
Committee of the Whole 

	  [image: ]
	MCC Board Room A217
	8900 U.S. Highway 14
Crystal Lake, IL  60012



MINUTES
1. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Hoban called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM. 

2. ROLL CALL



Chair Hoban asked Trustee Kueffner to take a roll call. 



Trustees Present
Suzanne Hoban
Tess Reinhard
Dale Morton
Alyssa Kueffner
Elizabeth Speros
Tom Allen 

Trustees Not Present
Linnea Kooistra
Estefany Castro 



Also Present
Dr. Clinton Gabbard - College President 
Ken Florey - Legal Counsel 


1. 








3. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA
Agenda was accepted as presented.

4. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:  
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approves the amended minutes from Committee of the Whole Meeting, January 13, 2026. Chair Hoban motioned; seconded by Trustee Reinhard. Motion approved. 

5. OPEN FOR RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 
No public comments. 

6. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  DR. CLINTON GABBARD

 Board Meeting Video Options 
The College currently live-streams and records Board meetings. These recordings are posted for archival purposes on the MCC website at www.mchenry.edu/board. The number of views for live stream and recordings combined are usually under 40; only two meetings in the last two years have had viewership of over 100. 
As part of U.S. Department of Justice Accessibility Guidelines, effective April 24, 2026, new requirements for live streams/broadcasts and recordings will be put in place. These are outlined below: 
• For live streams/broadcasts, the College will be required to add live captioning that includes the name of the person speaking. To meet this requirement, we will need to: o Hire a captioner ($180/hour) 
o Purchase equipment to allow for Zoom webinar functionality 
o Publicize and run a webinar for all subsequent meetings 

• For recordings posted on the MCC website, captions must be accurate and will need to include the name of the person speaking. To meet this requirement, we will need to: o Change the workflow for the recordings to run them through software to add captions. 
o An employee will need to review and edit the captions to add names of speakers and correct auto-captioning mistakes. This will delay the turnaround time to post the recording to the website. 

Dr. Gabbard asked for Board input on the continuation of live streams and recordings of meetings. 

After board discussion and a straw poll was taken, it was decided to not stream or record COTW and Board of Trustees meetings due to cost. Trustee Speros voted “no” when the straw poll was taken on whether we should stop the live stream and recordings due to cost. Trustee Speros also had concerns about being able to go back and listen to the recordings if a trustee misses a meeting. Attorney to find out if we can audio record for internal usage. 

ICCTA 2026 Outstanding Full-Time Faculty Member of the Year 
Every year, MCC selects an instructor for the Illinois Community College Trustees Association’s (ICCTA) Outstanding Full-Time Faculty Member Award. A selection team of past award winners was led by last year’s MCC Outstanding Full-Time Faculty Member, Dr. Paige Lush, to review nominations. The many accomplishments and contributions of each of the following faculty members led to their nomination by their peers: 
• Christen Louderman, Instructor, Physical Therapist Assistant Program 
• Laura Middaugh, Instructor, Mathematics 
• Bob Mihelich, Instructor, Applied Technology and Design Technology 
• Allison Minicz, Instructor, Health Information Technology 
• Jim Stockwell, Instructor, Film and Broadcast Journalism 
• Shiela Venkataswamy, Instructor, Sociology 
• Angela Wallace, Instructor, Physical Therapist Assistant Program 

Each faculty member has shown a commitment to the institution, participated in community service activities, has exemplary teaching and professional philosophies, and actively pursued professional development activities. The selection committee chose Bob Mihelich to represent McHenry County College as our ICCTA Outstanding Full-Time Faculty Member for 2026. 
Bob has been serving as a full-time Instructor of Applied Technology at McHenry County College for 17 years. He teaches within multiple disciplines that include architectural technology, construction management, engineering technology, and advanced manufacturing. Prior to joining MCC, Bob worked professionally as an architect. In addition to his traditional faculty responsibilities Bob has also served as Chair or co-Chair of the Applied Technology Department for the past 13 years. 
Recently, Bob worked on two ICCB Programs of Study. The first led to modifications to the construction management program, and the second culminated in the creation of a new architectural technology program. He also serves as Chair of the Curriculum Review and Development (CD&R) Standing Committee that guides the curriculum development process at MCC. 
Bob has served on the Illinois Design Educators Association (IDEA) Board and has been IDEA’s Regional Competition Director for MCC’s Regional Competition for the past 17 years. The IDEA is a non-profit organization of drafting and design educators from across Illinois that offers professional development for educators, as well as multiple competition opportunities for high school drafting and design students. 
With Bob Mihelich’s continued support of IDEA, he was recently honored with the “Friend of IDEA 2025” award, given to an individual who supports the efforts of, and provides service to, the organization or the profession of design. 
Bob is an excellent teacher, leader, and mentor, and is truly deserving of the 2026 ICCTA Outstanding Full-Time Faculty Member Award. Congratulations to Bob and all of our nominated faculty!

Congressman Foster Visit 
The College welcomed Congressman Foster and team to campus on Tuesday, February 17 for a discussion of MCC priorities. The conversation included ways in which the congressman’s office could support the College in its efforts.

Upcoming Events
Dr. Gabbard shared upcoming campus events with the Board of Trustees. 

7. PRESENTATION: UPDATE ON MCC GRANTS
Ms. Wendy Lauen, Director of Grants updated the Board on MCC Grants. 

8. FINANCIAL DECEMBER FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
Mr. Tenuta provided a recap of the December financial statements. Questions and discussion followed. 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/SUMMARY COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS 
Trustee Allen appreciated the grants presentation. He also commented on the great work that’s being done in institutional research. 

Trustee Reinhard agreed with Trustee Allen. She noted that she is pleased to see a number of faculty members being nominated for the ICCTA faculty of the year award. It is great to see what Bob Mihelich has accomplished at the college. She would like to talk about the impact of AI and how demographics look going forward. She was concerned about students in humanities and how hard it is for them to find job. She expressed an interest in looking at demographics in general. 

Chair Hoban asked about updates in the engagement center and Dr. Gabbard updated the board that the next important date is March 2nd when the beams will be delivered. Chair Hoban attended the E2E event and it was great. She got to see Sarah’s and Magdalena’s presentation and they were both great. 

Trustee Speros asked when our tuition discussion is taking place, and Dr. Gabbard and Mr. Tenuta responded that we will have the discussion in March. Trustee Speros got to attend a basketball game and thought it was great. 

Vice Chair Morton enjoyed the grants presentation and was thankful that hire people who are at the top of their game. He also noted that he watched the State of the County address and was pleased to see that it was filmed in our CATI building. It was a great compliment from the county to come to MCC to film it. 


10. ADJOURNMENT
At 7:17pm, hearing no further business Trustee Allen motioned to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Speros. All were in favor. 


_______________________________________        _________________________________________
Denisa J. Shallo, Recording Secretary	                            Alyssa Kueffner, Secretary  
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