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MINUTES

1. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Hoban called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. 

2. ROLL CALL
Chair Hoban asked Secretary Kueffner to take a roll call. 
Trustees Present
Suzanne Hoban
Dale Morton
Linnea Kooistra
Tess Reinhard
Estefany Castro
Tom Allen
Elizabeth Speros
Alyssa Kueffner





Also Present
Dr. Clinton Gabbard- College President
Ken Florey– Legal Counsel









3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chair Hoban led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4. COLLEGE MISSION STATEMENT 
Student Trustee Castro recited the College Mission Statement. 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA
Agenda was accepted as presented. 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES
 Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approve the minutes from the Regular Board of Trustees Meeting, February 26, 2026. Trustee Allen motioned; Trustee Morton seconded. Motion approved. 

7. OPEN FOR RECOGNITION OF VISITORS / PUBLIC COMMENTS 
No public comments. 

8. PRESENTATION-UNIVERSITY CENTER AT MCC
Ms. Kailley Harmon, Executive Director of the University Center at MCC updated the Board on the growth of the center and what is next. 


9. PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  DR. CLINTON GABBARD	 
Spring Enrollment Report 
Dr. Gabbard updated the Board on Spring enrollment numbers. 

New Name for Center for Agrarian Learning
Dr. Gabbard shared with the Board that the Center for Agrarian Learning (CAL) is now the Carey Center for Agrarian Learning (CCAL). This change reflects the continued growth and positive impact that the center has on McHenry County’s agricultural community. Thanks to generous community support from Tom and Julie Carey, the Carey Center for Agrarian Learning will be able to expand its offerings, enhance programming, and reach even more individuals across the region. For more information about the Carey Center for Agrarian Learning and its upcoming programming and events, visit www.mchenry.edu/ccal. Questions and discussion followed. 
Community Project Funding Submissions for FY 2027 
Community Project Funding (CPF) allows members of Congress to request funding for projects that provide benefit to area communities and their citizens. Earlier this month, the College applied for FY 2027 Community Project Funding to Congressman Bill Foster’s office, with a request to consider funding for two initiatives. Advanced discussion with the Congressman’s office confirmed that the College could submit more than one application. 

   • MCC Learning Commons – $2,000,000 
With this final phase of renovation, McHenry County College will modernize its library space into a dynamic Learning Commons. This comprehensive facility represents a fundamental shift from a traditional repository of books into an innovative learning hub designed to meet the evolving needs of 21st century students and the community. 

	• MCC Self Controlled Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) Maze for Firefighter Training – $300,000 
This project will develop a Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) maze to offer advanced training for students pursuing a career in firefighting. This space will provide a controlled environment for students to train in simulated real-life scenarios and practice donning and doffing their breathing apparatus. Training in the maze will improve emergency response effectiveness, build psychological resilience, reduce the risk of injury, and increase successful outcomes in emergency situations for firefighters as well as the community. 
We are also in the process of submitting these same projects for consideration through Senator Tammy Duckworth’s congressional directed spending portal, due on March 24. We will keep the Board updated on progress with this exciting effort. Questions and discussion followed. 

Streaming and Recording of Board of Trustees Meetings
Mr. Hopkins, CIO, updated the Board on the test done with the captioning of videos to be in compliance with the accessibility requirements. He stated that during the test, it took a long time for a staff member to add captions to the video. The board had questions and discussion followed. It was recommended not to do captions. In May we would have to stop the live stream or recording to be in compliance with the law, unless an extension becomes available. The Board agreed that it is a long time for someone from staff to do this. Trustee Speros had questions about what is being made accessible and how does it work to make the documents accessible. Mr. Hopkins offered Trustee Speros to come in for a meeting to go through the information. She will be meeting with Mr. Hopkins. 

2026 Meet MCC Recap 
The Meet MCC drop-in open house for future students was a great success. On Wednesday, March 18, over 1,000 attendees visited tables showcasing all college programs and services, and many individuals applied – even registered – on the spot during the event. This year’s event provided participants with an opportunity to walk through many parts of MCC’s main campus, with tables lining hallways throughout several buildings. We have already received an overwhelming amount of positive feedback from event attendees, many of whom shared how impressed they were with the welcoming atmosphere, the depth of information provided, and the passion demonstrated for our students and mission. Several prospective students and community members also mentioned how exciting it was to be able to visit and experience many different parts of the campus. Here are some examples of the event’s positive impact: 
• Prospective students expressed excitement at being able to see the Radiology & Sonography and EMS labs – seeing the spaces confirmed their decision to enroll in those programs. 
• Alumni who accompanied a prospective student shared that they loved the new spaces on campus and would have liked to see learning spaces highlighted more when they attended Meet MCC years ago. 
• Several faculty members said they experienced more interaction and conversations this year than in previous years. 
• A current donor was impressed with the variety of programs offered and said that the event reminded him about how much impact his gift has made to the College and our students. 

Special thanks to the Admissions, Marketing, and Events teams – and to every employee who volunteered, helped with logistics, and contributed ideas for this year’s event.

2026 Middle School Career Quest Recap 
MCC welcomed over 1,400 eighth graders from area schools to Quest for their Careers! Faculty and community partners staffed tables representing each of the 12 pathways, with over 30 organizations/companies represented. Students were able to ask questions and learn more about opportunities for their futures. There were hands-on activities, including machining personal dog tags with Career and Technical Education (CTE), plantings with Horticulture/Agriculture, and a flight simulator with JB Aviation. A fan favorite was the battle of the mascots, with MCC’s own Roary meeting Woodstock Culver’s Scoopie. Employees from across the College assisted students throughout the event. Special thanks to MCC Conference and Event Services, Facilities, and Custodial Services for transforming the Gym and MCC Commons for the event.

Skyway Juried Art Competition Awards 
Two MCC students won awards at the Skyway Juried Arts Competition last week. Mateo Ochoa's collage Between West Ridge and Paradise (Red Line) received an Award of Excellence, and Betsy Gessert's oil painting The Imposter (Leda and the Swan) received an Award of Merit. Mateo's work was created in Matt Irie's 2D Design class, and Betsy's was painted in Amanda Voltz's Painting II. Congratulations to these two talented individuals. The ceremony took place at Elgin Community College, MCC art faculty and students in attendance.

Construction and Renovation Update	
Dr. Gabbard updated the Board on current construction and renovation projects on campus. 

Upcoming MCC Events
Dr. Gabbard gave an overview of upcoming events of the College. 

10. STAFF COUNCIL REPORT
Mr. David Behrens, President of MCC Staff Council updated the Board on MCC Staff Council activities. 

11. STUDENT TRUSTEE REPORT 
Student Trustee Castro recapped her report shared with the Board prior to meeting. 	

12. APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approve the consent agenda as presented.  Trustee Kooistra motioned; Trustee Allen seconded. Questions and discussion followed. Motion approved. 
For Approval
A. Executive Summary and Financial Statements
1. Executive Summary, Board Report, Board Report #26-30
2. Treasurer’s Report, Board Report #26-31
3. Ratification for Accounts Payable Check Register, Board Report #26-32
B. Request to Approve/Implement/Lease/Purchase/Renew/Replace/Upgrade
1. Faculty Sponsored Leave for FY 2027, Board Report #26-33
2. Wireless Internet Environment Replacement, Board Report #26-34
3. Contract for Dispatch Services for Emergency, Board Report #26-35
4. DualEnroll Web-Based Platform for Dual Credit Registration, Board Report #26-36
C. Personnel
1. Approval of Hires, New Faculty Appointment, Board Report #26-37
2. Request to Grant Honorary Legacy Status, Don Wallace Board Report #26-38

13. ACTION ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA
No items were removed from the consent agenda. 

14. FY 2027 TUITION APPROVAL, Board Report #26-39
Motion: Move that the Board of Trustees approves a $5.00 per credit hour tuition increase for FY 2027, effective with the Fall 2026 semester. Trustee Kooistra motioned; Trustee Allen seconded. Motion approved. Student Trustee Castro voted no. 

15. FOR INFORMATION REPORT
Chair Hoban reminded the Board that all information reports were included in the packet. Questions and discussion followed. 




16. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/SUMMARY COMMENTS BY BOARD MEMBERS
Trustee Speros attended Meet MCC and thought it was a wonderful event. It was a vibrant event of students and parents interacting with staff. Everyone working at the event was very knowledgeable and she liked the location as it really spotlighted the campus. She thanked everyone who worked on this event. 

Trustee Kooistra attended the Friends of McHenry County College Foundation’s scholarship breakfast. She had three students at her table and talked to them about student activities. She thought the clubs available should be better advertised. She really enjoyed the speakers at the event. She also enjoyed the University at MCC presentation and stated that Ms. Harmon’s passion is easily visible as she speaks about the center. Trustee Kooistra also had a chance to go to an art exhibition today before the meeting, and she came upon the clay gallery where she got to talk to a student. 

Trustee Kueffner enjoyed the presentation of the University Center at MCC. She thought at the time when she was a student and had to do all the work with the universities and our students have someone to advocate for them. She stated that she actually started the STEM club when she was a student at MCC. 

Vice Chair Morton thought the University Center at MCC presentation was great. It is wonderful that the students get as much attention as they do and they have all of this support. 

Trustee Reinhard would like a presentation on Adult Education as a future agenda item. She liked the data that was shared on enrollment, it was impressive. She stated that she received the list of presentations as she had requested. Trustee Reinhard also thanked the Board for the respectful conversation on building naming. She was impressed with the number of middle school students that attended 2026 Middle School Career Quest Recap. 

Trustee Allen enjoyed the University Center at MCC presentation. He remembered how concerned he was when the Board first started talking about the University Center at MCC but the team has done a great job. 

Chair Hoban informed the Board that our former student trustee Chase Filkins, who went to Princeton after graduating from MCC, is going to do a doctorate program at University of Iowa. In his acceptance speech he brought it all back to MCC and that’s how it started for him to want to get a doctorate. It is very cool to see how our students do so well. 


17. ADJOURNMENT
Hearing no further business, Trustee Allen motioned to adjourn, seconded by Trustee Speros. All voiced aye and the meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 


________________________________________        _________________________________________
Denisa J. Shallo, Recording Secretary	                               	Alyssa Kueffner, Board Secretary
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