Illinois Teacher Education and Licensure
In order to become a licensed teacher in Illinois, you must not only complete a state approved
bachelor’s degree program, but you must also meet all coursework and testing requirements required
by the State of Illinois and satisfy any additional requirements detailed in Illinois statute and rules. You
can begin the process at McHenry County College (MCC) by taking lower-level coursework that will
transfer to a state approved bachelor’s degree program.

Important Things to Know
The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) website is the official location for the most up-to-date
information. Information provided below is subject to change. Please use the ISBE website for
detailed and current information: http://www.isbe.net/licensure/.

Licensure levels in Illinois
•
•
•
•
•

Early Childhood Education (Birth – Grade 3; effective Spring 2019 Birth – Grade 2)
Elementary Education (Grade 1 – Grade 6)
Middle School (Grade 5 – Grade 8)
High School (Grade 9 – Grade 12)
Art, Music, Special Education, Foreign Language (Kindergarten – Grade 12)

Required State Testing
• For Admission to Teacher Education Programs (2 options)

There are two options for testing into an Illinois teacher education program. It is strongly
recommended that you achieve a passing score on one of the options no later than the
sophomore year of college. The test should be taken early and substantial time spent
preparing. The state does not require passing the TAP/ACT for admission to a teacher education
program but most programs require it. Students with passing scores should submit their scores
to the state and their teacher education program ASAP.

 Option A – ACT Standardized Test (American College of Testing)
•

•

•
•

Test and score requirements
o Test taken prior to September 1, 2015 - ACT Plus Writing composite score of 22 or
higher and a minimum score of 19 on the Combined English/Writing at one test
administration taken on the same date. Effective July 1, 2015, the score is valid
indefinitely.
o Test taken September 1, 2015 and after - ACT Plus Writing composite score of 22 or
higher and a minimum score of 16 on the Combined English/Writing at one test
administration taken on the same date. The score is valid indefinitely.
ACT scores must be sent directly to the ISBE. The ISBE keeps score reports on record
through an ELIS account (Educator Licensure Information System), so you must first
create an account on ELIS (www.isbe.net/elis/), and then request ACT to send your ACT
Plus Writing score to the ISBE (ISBE Code for ACT is 3001). There is the possibility that
score reports received by the ISBE prior to establishing an ELIS account will not be
credited to your account.
ACT test dates, registration instructions and test preparation are available at
http://www.actstudent.org/. The ACT remains a viable option even for current college
students.
Test fee: $56.50 (subject to change)
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Option B –Test of Academic Proficiency (TAP 400)

The TAP is administered by appointment and in a computer-based format through Pearson
Vue Centers. The following information, along with study guides, can be found on the Illinois
Licensure Testing System (ILTS) web site: http://www.il.nesinc.com/index.asp. The TAP
registration form includes a section to indicate which colleges/universities you want your
scores to be sent.

Test of Academic Proficiency (TAP)

Format

Computer-based test (CBT)
• Reading Comprehension (401): 60 multiple-choice
questions
• Language Arts (402): 60 multiple-choice questions
• Mathematics (403): 50 multiple-choice questions
• Writing (404): 1 constructed-response assignment

Time

All four subtests in a single session: 5 hours
One subtest in a single session: 2 hours and 30 minutes

Test Dates

By appointment year-round, Monday through Saturday
(excluding some holidays)

Passing Score

240 per subtest

Test Fee

All four subtests: $113
One subtest: $68

Notes

You may register for a single subtest or for the complete test (all
four subtests). Effective July 1, 2015, the score is valid
indefinitely.

Score Reporting

Official score reports are released within 2–4 weeks of testing.

•

Content Tests (To be completed at bachelor level) - All students must pass the appropriate
content test(s) prior to being placed in a student teaching position (a 16 week semester in a
classroom). Content test(s) are based on your license and any endorsements you plan to obtain.
Your academic advisor or Education Licensure Officer at your transfer school will guide you
toward the test(s) you will need to complete. Test fee: $122 (subject to change). For
information: http://www.il.nesinc.com/index.asp .

•

Evidence-Based Assessment of Teacher Effectiveness (edTPA) (To be completed at bachelor
level) - Effective Sept 1, 2015, all teacher candidates for Illinois licensure will have to pass this
assessment in order to complete their teacher education programs and apply for licensure. The
assessment includes review of authentic teaching materials, including short video clips of
instruction, lesson plans, student work samples, analysis of student learning and reflective
commentaries. The edTPA is administered during the student teaching experience. Test fee $300 (plus any additional costs to the student for video taping, etc.); for retakes, $100 for one
section, $300 for two – three sections (subject to change).
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Criminal Background Check

Prior to entering a classroom for observation, practicum or student teaching, a fingerprint-based Illinois
and national criminal history records information check will be conducted. This criminal background
check will be conducted during your academic career at MCC, if your coursework requires a classroom
experience, and also at your baccalaureate transfer school.

Requirements for Getting Licensed in Illinois with an Out-of-State Teacher Education Degree

Requirements include, but are not limited to, the following:
• Bachelor’s degree or higher from a regionally accredited institution of higher education and
completion of an approved teacher education program
• Specific coursework and credit hours in your content area in addition to that which includes
reading instruction, exceptional child and social & emotional learning
• Illinois licensure testing requirements: TAP/ACT, Content Area and edTPA
• For more information, go to: http://www.isbe.net/licensure/html/out_of_state.htm.
Click on: Specific Requirements to Earn Each Illinois Credential for Out-of-State Applicants.

Begin to Prepare for a Bacclaureate Teacher Education Program and Illinois Teacher Licensure
at McHenry County College
•
•
•
•
•

Meet early and often with an MCC academic advisor.
If you have not already earned the appropriate score on the ACT Plus Writing exam, prepare to
take either the TAP or the ACT Plus Writing exam and successfully pass prior to transfer.
Select the right transfer school for you. Understand the academic, admission and matriculation
requirements for a baccalaureate teacher education degree at your transfer school.
Use teacher education resource tools provided by MCC, such as transfer and articulation guides
specific to your transfer school.
Make contact with your transfer school to ensure you are taking appropriate courses and
preparing for successful admission.
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