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Library subscription databases are some of the best sources for quality 
information for college research projects. These databases contain location information 
and/or full-text articles from scholarly journals, newspapers, magazines, books, and 
more.  

Access these databases from the library web page www.mchenry.edu/library. For 
articles from periodicals, click on Article Databases. For online reference sources, click 
on Reference Databases. When off-campus, you may still access most subscription 
databases by clicking on Off Campus Access Menu (under “DATABASES”).  Students 
will use their MCC pc login of eight characters + their password (Staff/Faculty will use 
their username and password that they login with everyday). 

For books, click on the Library Catalog or NetLibrary.  
 

Searching Databases  
When you access a database, you are presented with a search screen in which to 

type in your search terms. Below is a basic search in EBSCO Academic Search Premier, 
a periodical database:  

 

 
 

Note that in the above search, the Full Text box was checked, indicating that the 
searcher only wanted to find articles that were available in this database in full-text format 

www.mchenry.edu/library


(meaning that the entire article is contained in the database, not just a citation).  Here is a 
sample citation for an article resulting from the above search.  

 

 
 

Reading Citations 
 

The above is an article from a scholarly journal found in the Academic Search 
Premier database. Following the title and author of the article is the source, which is the 
title of the journal in which this article was published (Bioethics). Next to the source are 
the publication date and the page number on which this article can be found in the print 
edition of this journal (p447). The article is 14 pages in length (14p). The abstract is a 
brief summary of the article contents. To access the full-text of this article, you would 
click on the PDF Full Text link near the top of the screen.  
 

The Library subscribes to approximately 25 databases giving access to periodicals 
in many different disciplines, and to approximately 27 reference databases.  The library 
catalog lists all the books and media owned by the MCC Library; NetLibrary is a database 
of full-text books.  The library collection is constantly evolving, so check our resources 
frequently for changes to database subscriptions and to our on-campus print and 
multimedia collection. 
 

More help in accessing information from databases or with any research need can 
be obtained at the Library Reference Desk 815.455.8762. 
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